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SMALL  AUSTRAL  IAN  MEAT  CROP  IN  PROSPECT 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  Australia 
expects  a  greatly  reduced  wheat  harvest.  Early 
indications  point  not  only  to  a  small  acreage 
but  to  below-average  yields,  as  well,  for  the 
harvest  beginning  in  November.  In  1943  a  crop 
of  only  108  million  bushels  was  harvested,  com- 
pared with  the  1933-1942  average  of  162  mil  Horn 

Unfavorable  weather  delayed  sowing  in  al- 
most all  States  and  reduced  the  total  seedings. 
The  area  is  placed  unofficially  at  about  the 
same  as  the  8.3  million  acres  seeded  a  year  ago, 
whereas  the  10-year  average  was  over  13  million. 
In  addition  to  the  unfavorable  seasonal  condi- 
tions, the  shortage  of  superphosphates  is  said 
to  have  again  been  an  important  factor  in  re- 
ducing the  area.  The  dry  weather  of  seeding 
time  continued  into  the  growing  season  and  con- 
ditions deteriorated,  generally,  as  most  States 
reported  the  driest  June  on  record.  Some  relief 
was  received  through  rains  in  early  July,  but 
substantial  rainfall  was  still  needed. 

Unless  relief  is  received,  production  is 
expected  to  fall  short  of  last  year's  small  har- 
vest. In  that  case  almost  the  entire  crop  would 
be  required  to  cover  the  increased  domestic 
requirements,  with  the  exportable  surplus  for 
1945  based  in  large  part  on  carry-over  stocks. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE.  WASHINGTON , D.C. 
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CANADIAN  GRAIN  CARRY-OVER  REDUCED 

The  carry-over  of  grain  in  Canada  on  July  31,  1944,  showed  a  substantial  reduction  from 
stocks  a  year  ago,  though  it  was  still  considerably  above  average,  according  to  an  official 
report  received  from  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  Wheat  stocks  in  all  positions  were 
placed  at  355,076,000  bushels,  which  is  about  40  percent  less  than  in  1943,  but  is,  with  the 
exception  of  the  3  years  1941-1943,  the  largest  carry-over  on  record.  Stocks  of  feed  grains 
were  also  considerably  lower  than  they  were  at  the  end  of  July  1943,  as.  the  result  of  the 
unprecedented  feeding  demands  in  both  Canada  and  the  United  States.  Current  stocks  are, 
however,   still  much  larger  than  in  any  year  except  1943. 


CANADA:    Grain  stocks  in  various  positions,  July  31,  1944,  with' comparisons 
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From  reports  of   the  Dominion  Bureau 

of  Statistics. 

a/  In  Canadian  bushels  of   34  pounds. 
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farms  last  year,  were,  nevertheless,  con- 
siderably above  average.  Wheat  stocks,  as 
estimated  at  54  million  bushels,  contrast 
with  197  million  bushels  on  farms  a  year 
ago.  Farm  stocks  of  barley,  oats  and  rye 
also  show  substantial  declines  and  account 
for  most  of  the  change  in  stock  position  for 
those  grains  during  the  year.  The  current 
farm  stocks,  in  million  bushels,  with  1943 
stocks  shown,  in  parentheses,  are  oats  59 
(118),  barley  23  (41),  and  rye  1  (6).  About 
90  percent  of  the  farm  stocks  of  grain  are 
located  in  the  Provinces  of  Saskatchewan  and 
Alberta.  Stocks  at  the  Lakehead  show  a  sub- 
stantial decline  for  all  grains  except  oats, 
compared  with  a  year  ago.  Wheat  stocks 
♦here  were  less  than  half  their  volume  at 
the  end  of  July  1943,  and  barley  and  rye 
were  a  little  over  60  percent  of  the  1943 
figure.  July  31  stocks  of  oats  at  the  Lake- 
head,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost  twice 
as  large  as  they  were  a  year  ago. 

The  carry-over  stocks  combined  with  new 
crop  marketings  are  expected  to  again  tax 
existing  storage  facilities.  Licensed  stor- 
age capacity  throughout  Canada  is  placed  at 
around  602  million  bushels.  Of  the  total, 
storage  for  511  million  bushels  is  provided 
for  in  the  Western  Division  and  the  remain- 
ing 91  million  in  the  Eastern  Division.  The 
space  is  distributed  as  follows,  in  thousand 
bushels : 


Elevators 
and 

Locat  ion  permanent 
annexes 

Western  Division- 
Manitoba    31,648 

Saskatchewan  ...  117,336 

Alberta   78,059 

British  Columbia  23,497 

Ontario   94,557 

Total    345,097 

Eastern  Division  85.139 
Total  Canada  .  430,236 


Temporary 
and 

special  Total 
annexes 


19, 831 
59,385 
33,100 
329 
53,263 
165,908 
6.072 
171,980 


51,479 
176,721 
111,159 

23,826 
147,820 
511,005 

91,211 
602,216 


Delivery  quotas  were  again  established 
at  the  beginning  of  the  current  marketing 
year  after  being  removed  from  coarse  grains 
last  April  and  from  wheat  in  late  May.  Ini- 
tial quotas  were  set  at  5  bushels  per  au- 
thorized acre  for  wheat,  oats,  and  baTley. 
At  a  number  of  points,  however,  wheat  quotas 
have  now  been  raised  to  10  bushels  per  acre. 
No  total  marketing  quota  has  yet  been  an- 
nounced for  the.  1944-45  season.  Daring  each 
of  the  past  2  marketing  years  a  total  deliv- 
ery quota  of  14  bushels  per  authorized  acre 
has  been  in  effect,  except  as  modified  in 
1944,  when  the  delivery  quotas  were  raised, 
and  finally  suspended.  The  14-bushel  quota 
provided  for  marketing  a  total  of  about  280 
million  bushels  in  the  three  Provinces. 

Judith  Edwards. 


CEYLON  COPRA  PRODUCTION  SHARPLY  REDUCED 

The  production  of  copra  in  Ceylon  is  not  expected  to  exceed  245,000  short  tons  in  1944, 
as  compared  with  about  300,000  tons  in  1943.  Roughly  half  of  the  total  is  exported  as  copra 
and  the  remainder  is  crushed  for  oil.  Coconut-oil  production  for  1944  is  forecast  at  about 
30  percent  below  the  95,000  tons  produced  in  1943.  Reductions  in  both  categories  are  already 
being  reflected  in  exports,  particularly  of  copra.  These  reductions  are  attributed  mostly  to 
factors  associated  with  the  war,  and  indications  are  that  coconut  production  will  show  a 
downward  trend  for  a  number  of  years  to  come. 


The  Director  of  Research  of  the  Coconut 
Research  Scheme  in  Ceylon  states  that  at  the 
present  time  the  average  annual  reduction  in 
exportable  surplus  of  coconut  products  is 
equivalent  to  about  60  million  nuts  because 
of  the  failure  of  the  industry  to  plant  suf- 
ficient new  coconut  groves  to  replace  those 
beyond  bearing  age.  Annual  replanting  of 
about  20,000  acres  would  be  necessary  to 
maintain  the   current   level   of  1,100,000 


acres.  There  have  been  no  new  plantings  for 
many  years  except  10,000  acres  in  1942  and 
2,000  acres  in  1943.  Weather  conditions, 
however,  were  favorable  during  the  first 
half  of  1944,  and  above-average  yields  of 
coconuts  per  palm  are  expected. 

Among  the  wartime  factors  responsible 
for  the  decline  in  production  of  copra  and 
coconut  oil  are  the  increased  consumption  of 
fresh  coconuts  for  food,   increased  exports 
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of  fresh  coconuts  to  India,  and  a  serious 
labor  shortage.  About  SO  percent  of  the 
coconuts  produced  in, Ceylon  are  now  consumed 
locally  as  food.  This  represents  an  in- 
crease of  10  percent  compared  with  consump- 
tion in  1943.  Exports  of  fresh  coconuts 
during  the  first  half  of  1944,  almost  en- 
tirely to  India,  were  65  percent  higher  than 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  1943.  Ef- 
forts to  improve  the  labor  supply  for  the 
coconut  industry,  including  negotiations  for 
immigration  of  laborers  from  India. have  been 
fruitless  to  date.  As  a  result,  labor  costs 
have  risen  considerably  in  recent  months. 

Production  and  exports  of  coconut  oil 
declined  during  the  first  half  of  1944. 
This  is  attributed  largely  to  the  shortage 
of  copra  stocks  at  the  end  of  1943.  Coco- 
nuts are  picked  all  the  year  round  but  the 
heaviest  production  takes  place  in  the  lat- 
ter half  of  the  year.  Supplies  of  copra 
used  by  crushing  mills  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  are  normally  drawn  partly  from 
stocks  carried  over.  The  difficulties  af- 
fecting copra  production  will  be  reflected 
also  in  coconut-oil  production  during  the 
remainder  of  1944.  Domestic  consumption  is 
expected  to  account  for  40  to  45  percent  of 
the  oil  produced  in  1944. 

Construction  of  bulk  storage  tanks  for 
coconut  oil  and  floating  pipe  lines  is  under 
way  in  the  harbor  areas ,  but  they  are  not 
expected  to  be  put  into  operation  before  the 
end  of  1944.  Their  early  completion  is  part 
of  the  Government's  plan  to  relieve  the 
serious   shortage  of  poonac   (coconut  oil 


cake),  a  feedstuff  for  livestock,  by  in- 
creasing coconut-oil  production.  In  this 
connection,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Lands  inaugurated  a  plan  early  in  July  1944 
under  which  every  coconut-oil  mill  was  as- 
signed a  poonac  production  quota.  A  bonus 
of  48  rupees  per  long  ton  ($12.91  per  short 
ton)  is  offered  for  production  in  excess  of 
the  quota.  In  effect,  this  is  a  bonus  for 
coconut  oil  production,  and  it  may  tend  to 
increase  the  exportable  surplus  of  coconut 
oil,  with  a  resulting  decline  in  the  export 
of  copra.  Refunds  by  the  Government  o.f 
India,  as  part  of  the  profits  derived  from 
copra  and  coconut  oil  sold  in  that  country, 
provide  a  further  bonus.  (See  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  June  Summary,  1944. ) 

While  official  statistics  have  not  been 
published,  reports  indicate  that  copra  ex- 
ports during  the  first  half  of  1944  declined 
by  70  percent  from  the  record  level  during 
the  first  half  of  1943,  and  that  the  total 
for  1944  may  not  exceed  65  percent  of  that 
for  1943.  Exports  of  coconut  oil  during  the 
first  6  months  of  1944  declined  by  12  per- 
cent as  compared  with  the  same  period  in 
1943. 

The  desiccated-coconut  industry  in 
Ceylon  continues  to  be  relatively  inactive 
on  account  of  the  demand  for  coconut  oil  and 
copra.  Exports  of  desiccated  coconut  remain 
small  but  were  substantially  larger  during 
the  first  half  of  1944  as  compared  with  the 
same  months  in  1943. 

Based  on  reports  from  the 

American  Consulate  at  Colombo,  Ceylon. 


UNITED  STATES  HOP  EXPORTS  IN  THE  WAR  PERIOD 

United  States  hop  exports  during  the  war  period  have  been  characterized  by  a  marked 
increase  in  total  volume  and  a  shift  in  the  principal  markets  or  countries  of  destination. 
During  the  5  years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe,  1934-35  to  1938-39,  United 
States  hop  exports  averaged  5.1  million  pounds.  In  1938-39  they  totaled  approximately  4.2 
million  pounds.  During  the  war  years,  however,  they  have  ranged  from  8  to  10  million  pounds, 
averaging  around  9  million  pounds  per  year. 


The  beginning  of  the  season  oh  Septem- 
ber 1,  1939,  closely  coincided  with  the  be- 
ginning of  war  operations  in  Europe,  which 
resulted  in  a  sharp  curtailment  and  finally 
a  cessation  of  exports  from  the  important 
producing  areas  of  Germany  and  Czechoslo- 
vakia,  also  Poland  and  Yugoslavia.  Since 


that  time  the  United  States  has  been  the 
only  important  source  of  surplus  hops  for 
countries  outside  of  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope. Foreign  demand  during  the  past  sea- 
son exceeded  the  supply  of  hops  available 
for  export  from  the  United  States  or  exports 
might  have  been  substantially  larger. 
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The  principal  markets  for  United  States 
hops  prior  to  the  war  were  the  United  King- 
dom, which  usually  took  around  40  percent  of 
the  total,  Ireland,  Canada,  Mexico,  and 
Australia.  During  the  war,  Canada  has  be- 
come the  largest  importer  with  Mexico,  Ar- 


gentina, Colombia,  and  Brazil  the  next  rank- 
ing markets.  In  addition,  a  large  number  of 
other  countries  have  been  substantial  im- 
porters, among  them  being  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  Egypt,  Chile,  Bolivia,  Cuba,  Uru- 
guay, Peru,  and  India. 


HOPS;     Exports  from  the  United  States  by  countries  of  destination, 

1938-39  to  1942-43 


DESTINATION 


YEAR  BEGINNING  SEPTEMBER 


1938-39 

1939-40 

I9W-4I 

1941-42 

I942-II3 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

:        259  ,  027 

523,435 

1,433,052 
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2,456,147 

:  286,815 

556,876 

984,774 

1,400,452 

•  1,178,385 

:  5,312 

5,579 

55,414 

60,559 

88,853 

: 

120,745 

1*78,283 

207,792 

181,857 

:           1 , 935 

404, 668 

518,170 

754,945 

1,150,356 

: 

19,205 

35,382 

66,435 

202,056 

:  67,273 

355,727 

597 , 188 

879, 565 

437,736 

:  3,168 

235,785 

333,139  : 

412,407 

218,909 

:  8,416 

194,897 

226,737 

854,974 

900,771 

:  5,525 

29,309 

70,821 

87,755 

77,272 

: 

41,455 

35.S90  • 

147,980 

75,666 

:  7,718 

16,625 

69,584 

144,867 

129,247 

:  334 

65,530 

84,182 

147 , 002 

64,152 

:        127 , 304 

105,892 

- 

- 

- 

:  648,301 

1,404,501 

1,630,503 

- 

- 

: 

- 

45,619 

- 

- 

:  2,406,740 

1,649,231 

115,850 

- 

- 

: 

4,395 

44,958 

- 

- 

24 

16,067 

54,256 

- 

- 

: 

7,330 

849,485 

- 

- 

24,083 

151,771 

18,650 

83,514 

:          14, 557 

28,010 

150,826 

46,865 

174,672 

:  1,980 

133,275 

173,501 

13,763 

124,763 

18 , 749 

64,937 

:  1,160 

793,732 

788,750 

9,425 

42,470 

:          11 , 623 

47,863 

37,466 

:  214,446 

828,364 

682,423 

:  81,316 

:  29.536 

263,340 

191,325 

1,672,586 

1,521,583 

:  4,182,510 

7,994,382 

•  10,030,415 

•  9,458,771 

8,683,100 

Canada  

Mexico  , 

Panama,  Republic  of  .. 

Cuba   

Argentina  i  .  .  .  . 

Bolivia  •  

Brazil   

Chile   

Colombia  . 

Ecuador   

Peru   

Uruguay  

Venezuela   

Belgium   

Ireland   

Portugal   

United  Kingdom   

Belgian  Congo   

British  East  Africa  . . 
Union  of  South  Africa 

Egypt   

Mozambique   

British  India   

British  Malaya   

China   

Netherlands  Indies  . . . 

French  Indochina   

Japan   

Palestine   

Philippine  Islands  . .  ■ 

Australia   

New  Zealand   

Others  a/   

 Total   


From  official  records 
than  American  Republics 
a/  Includes  only  count 
period,  except  in  1941 
c luded . 


Foreign  trad 
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e data for hops  to  country  o7  destination,  other 
available  only  through  1941. 

rts  of  less  than  50,000  pounds  for  each  year  of  the 
when  a'l   countries    not    available   separately  are  in- 
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During  the  first  2  years  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  Japan  and  Australia  were  very  large 
importers  of  United  States  hops,  while  China 
and  Malaya  took  significant  quantities.  The 
war  in  the  Orient  shut  off  these  markets, 
which  in  large  measure  explains  the  decline 
in  total  exports  from  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  1941-42  and  1942-43  seasons.  Ex- 
panding Latin  American  outlets,  however, 
have  gone  a  long  way  toward  offsetting  the 
reduction  in  shipments  to  Far  Eastern  mar- 
kets and  the  British  Isles. 


After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in 
Europe,  any  surpluses  as  they  become  avail- 
able may  again  be  expected  to  offer  competi- 
tion for  United  States  hops.  Not  only  have 
United  States  hops  enjoyed  an  active  export 
demand  during  the  war  years,  but  there  has 
been  an  even  greater  domestic  demand.  Im- 
ports into  the  United  States,  which  averaged 
around  8  million  pounds  during  the  5  years 
preceding  1939  and  considerably  exceeded  the 
average  volume  of  exports  during  the  same 
period,  have  virtually  ceased,  being  re- 
placed by  domestic  hops.  Gordon  P.  Boals 


COTTON  PRODUCTION  IN  BRITISH  EMPIRE  SHOWS  RECESSION  FOR  1942-43 


British  Empire  cotton  production  (excluding  India)  in  1942-43  was  the  lowest  in  many 
years.  Production  that  season,  according  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  British  Cotton  Growing 
Association,  was  about  468,500  bales  (of  478  pounds),  a  reduction  of  1?  percent  from  the  pre- 
vious year's  crop  of  564,500  bales,  and  of  about  25  percent  from  the  pre-war  crop  of  623,200 
bales  in  1938-39.  Unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  the  East  Africa  area,  which  produces  the 
bulk  of  the  crop,  accounted  mainly  for  the  decline. 


The  brightest  spot  in  the  production 
picutre  was  in  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan, 
where  the  crop,  as  in  former  years,  was  the 
largest  of  any  colony.  In  1942-43,  Sudanese 
farmers  harvested  about  296,300  bales,  a 
record  crop  and  a  considerable  increase  over 
the  previous  year,  when  only  247,000  bales 
were  turned  out.  Although  the  cotton  acre- 
age was  reduced  by  about  15  percent,  owing 
to  the  necessity  of  planting  food  crops, 
production  was  increased  considerably  under 
favorable  weather  conditions. 

Generally  poor  climatic  conditions  in 
East  Africa  resulted  in  decreased  production 
in  all  areas.  The  crop  in  Uganda  was  rough- 
ly 100,000  bales  smaller,  declining  from 
197,800  bales  in  1941-42  to  97,100  in  1942- 
43.  This  was  the  smallest  crop  in  20  years 
in  that  area.  An  intensive  campaign  to 
encourage  planting  was  undertaken  by  the 
Government,  but  weather  conditions  prevented 
even  normal  planting,  less  than  half  the 
acreage  of  the  previous  year  being  seeded. 
Dry  conditions  unfavorable  to  the  crop  pre- 
vailed for  the  greater  part  of  the  season, 
resulting  in  low  yields  and  a  low  total-crop 
figure,  although  the  cotton  that  was  har- 
vested was  of  good  grade.  Before  the  crop 
was  harvested,  the  British  Ministry  of  Sup- 
ply entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Uganda  to  take  part  of  it,  thus 


assuring  growers  a  definite  price  and  elimi- 
nating the  unsettled  marketing  conditions 
that  prevailed  in  the  two  seasons  prior  to 
1942-43.  Following  that  agreement,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Uganda  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  India  under  which  the  balance  of  the 
crop  not  taken  by  the  British  Ministry  of 
Supply  would  be  available  for  sale  to  India. 
This  agreement  holds  for  the  duration  of 
the  war . 

In  Kenya,  much  the  same  climatic  con- 
ditions prevailed  as  in  Uganda,  and  the 
yield  of  cotton  was  quite  low.  The  crop  was 
less  than  half  that  Of  the  preceding  season, 
4,600  bales  being  turned  out  in  1942-43  com- 
pared with  10,300  in  1941-42. 

Somewhat  the  same  conditions  caused  a 
decline  of  production  in  Tanganyika  Terri- 
tory from  61,100  bales  in  1941-42  to  31,000 
bales  in  1942-43.  In  addition  to  climatic 
conditions,  -the  acreage  planted  to  cotton 
was  sharply  reduced,  as  a  result  of  the 
urgent  necessity  to  secure  maximum  plantings 
of  food  and  feed  crops.  In  the  Lake  Prov- 
ince, the  major  producing  area,  scant  rain- 
fall in  normal  planting  months  prevented 
planting  in  large  areas,  and  made  sowing 
considerably  later  than  normal  in  others. 
Conditions  in  the  latter  half  of  the  grow- 
ing season  were  somewhat  more  favorable,  and 
good  yields  were  obtained  even  from  late 
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plantings.  Insect  infestation  was  light, 
and  the  crop  graded  high.  Elsewhere  in 
Tanganyika,  conditions  were  more  favorable 
to  cotton  production.  In  both  Kenya  and 
Tanganyika,  similar  agreements  to  those  made 
in  Uganda  for  the  disposal  of  the  cotton 
crop  were  made  with  the  Ministry  of  Supply 
and  later  with  the  Government  of  India. 

More  favorable  growing  conditions  were 
prevalent  in  Nigeria,  where  the  crop  de- 
clined only  About  10  percent,  from  30,500 
bales  to  27,900  bales.  Seed  distributed  to 
Nigerian  farmers  was  sufficient  for  normal 
production,  although  less  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Light  rainfall  during  the 
growing  season  caused  a  moderate  decline  in 
yields.  The  reported  production,  which  was 
the  quantity  purchased  for  export,  did  not 
represent  the  entire  crop,  since  a  consider- 
able quantity  is  consumed  in  the  local  home- 
spinning-and-weaving  industry  -  an  industry 
that  has  existed  for  over  a  century  and  has 
expanded  considerably  in  recent  years  with 
the  decline  in  imports.  The  Government  of 
Nigeria  promoted  the  production  of  peanuts 
in  the  past  year,  and  large  areas  formerly 
devoted  to  cotton  production  are  now  planted 
to  that  oilseed  crop.  The  entire  cotton 
crop  in  Nigeria  is  exported  to  England, 
being  purchased  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply. 

In  the  more  southern  areas  of  Africa, 
particularly  Nyasaland  and  Rhodesia,  cotton 
production  was  quite  disappointing.  In 
Nyasaland,  the  crop  was  only  a  third  of  that 
of  the  previous  season,  3,300  bales  compared 
to  10,000,  even  though  a  larger  acreage  was 
planted.  Erratic  rainfall,  in  smaller  pro- 
portions, and  heavy  insect  infestation  con- 
tributed to  the  decline.  Only  three- fourths 
as  much  cotton  was  produced  in  Rhodesia  as 
in  the  previous  season,  1,300  bales  compared 
with  1,700  bales.  Unfavorable  weather  con- 
ditions and  low  yields  reduced  production. 

From  the  standpoint  of  total  cotton 
production,  West  Indian  farmers  turned  out 
one  of  the  largest  crops  in  recent  years, 
about  7,000  bales,  compared  with  5,200  bales 
in  1941-42,  and  4,700  bales  in  1938-39.  The 
area  planted  to  Sea  Island  cotton,  however, 
was  somewhat  less  than  in  the  previous  sea- 
son, only  about  3,300  bales  of  this  long- 
staple  variety  having  been  produced,  as 


compared  with  about  5,400  bales  in  the  pre- 
ceding season.  Increased  production  of 
Superfine,  Sea  Island  ordinary,  and  Marie 
Galante  types  accounted  for  the  general 
over-all  increase  in  production.  In  an  ef- 
fort toward  decreasing  dependence  on  im- 
ported foods,  more  land  was  devoted  to  food 
production  than  before. 


COTTON:     Production  in  British  Empire 
(excluding  India}, 
1942-43,  with  comparisons 


AREA 

1938-39 

;  I94I-Y2 

19^2- 43 

1,000 

•  1,000 

:  1,000 

bales 

:  bales 

bales 

Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan 

277.1 

'  247.0 

•  296.3 

2S0.1 

197.8 

97.1 

10.9 

10.3 

4.5 

55.8 

61.1 

31 .0 

20.1 

30.5 

27.9 

4.4 

10.0 

3.3 

Rhodesia  (N.  te  S.  )   . : 

0.1 

1.7 

1.3 

4.7 

6.2 

7.0 

Total   : 

623.2 

564.6  ■ 

468.5 

British  Cotton  Growing  Association,  Annual 
Report,    1942-43.      Bales   of   478  pounds. 


Although  not  covered  in  the  scope  of 
this  report,  the  cotton  crops  in  India  and 
Australia  were  considerably  reduced  in  1941- 
42.  The  crop  in  India,  amounting  to  about 
3,810,900  bales  (of  478  pounds),  was  the 
lowest  crop  in  more  than  10  years.  The 
reduction  was  accorded  to  poor  climatic 
conditions,  and  the  "Grow  More  Food"  cam- 
paign launched  by  the  Government.  In  like 
manner,  Australia  produced  the  smallest  crop 
in  more  than  15  years  -  7,200  bales,  com- 
pared with  10,300  in  1941-42  and  11,400 
bales  in  1940-41. 

The  Sudan  was  the  only  area  for  which 
an  increased  crop  was  reported.  Production 
in  all  other  colonial  areas  of  the  Empire 
showed  a  general  decline.  While  the  domi- 
nant factor  in  the  decrease  was  adverse 
weather  conditions,  particularly  in  the  East 
African  areas,  the  necessity  of  producing 
other  crops  essential  to  the  British  war 
effort,  in  order  to  replace  some  crops  for- 
merly grown  in  enemy-occupied  territories, 
also  contributed  to  the  decline. 

Robert  E.   Bowl  us 
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LATE  COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS 


CANADIAN  HARVEST 
PROGRESSING 

The  grain  harvest  was  progressing  over 
most  areas  of  Canada  in  late  August,  under 
generally  favorable  weather  conditions. 
Relatively  good  yields  were  reported  from 
all  areas  except  southwestern  Saskatchewan 
and  southern  Alberta.  In  southern  Manitoba 
75  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  cut  and  10 
percent  threshed,  while  in  the  central  and 
northern  districts  from  25  to  50  percent  had 
been  cut.  Threshing  there  was  just  be- 
ginning. 

In  Saskatchewan  cutting  was  reported  to 
be  general,  with  28  percent  of  the  wheat, 
and  from  30  to  70  percent  of  the  feed  grains 
cut.  Combining  and  threshing  were  under 
way,  and  average  wheat  yields  of  22  bushels 
per  acre  were  reported  in  the  southern  and 
central  areas.  Long-time  average  yields  for 
the  Province  as  a  whole  are  placed  at  15 
bushels.  Sawfly  damage  was  reported  in 
parts  of  the  Province  as  well  as  in  Alberta. 
Harvesting  was  well  advanced  in  southern 
Alberta,  where  yields  were  reported  to  be 
above  average. 

IMPORTS  OF 
GRAIN  INTO  SPAIN 

Spanish  imports  of  wheat  have  been  con- 
siderable since  1941,  according  to  data 
recently  received.  Some  imports  of  corn  and 
barley  are  reported  throughout  the  period, 
with  smaller  amounts  of  oats  and  rye  shown 
during  the  first  half  of  1944.  Quantities 
imported,  in  thousand  bushels,  are  as  fol- 
lows : 


Gra  i  n 


1941 


1912 


1943 


Jan.  -June 
1944 

Wheat  ...  17,451  15,503  19,415  8,412 
Barley  ..  51      2,599      1,714  800 

Oats    -  -  -  425 

Rye    -  -  -  233 

Corn    11,089      1,887      1,181  505 


CANADA  RESTRICTS 
BARLEY  EXPORTS 

The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  announced  on 
August  15  that  only  pearling  and  malting 
grades  of  barley  will  be  licensed  for  ex- 
port, until  further  notice.  The  decision 
was  reported  to  be  due  to  the  present  scar- 
city of  feed  barley  in  eastern  Provinces, 
and  to  the  increasing  demand,  as  the  result 
of  recent  crop  deterioration  in  many  sec- 
tions of  eastern  Canada.  The  grades  eli- 
gible for  export  under  the  order  are:  Nos.l 
and  2  C.W. ,  2-row;  and  Nos.l,  2,  and  3  C.  W. 
6- row. 

CHILEAN  RICE  EXPORTS 
INCREASE 

Chilean  rice  exports  during  the  first 
half  of  1944  increased  over  those  of  the 
same  period  in  1943.  The  amount  exported  in 
1944  will  probably  exceed  that  of  last  year 
because  of  the  large  production  this  season. 
Rice,  a  comparatively  new  industry  in  Chile, 
became  an  export  crop  in  1941. 

CHILEl     Rice  exports  by  country, 


COUNTRY  OF 

TANUARY- JUNE 

1943 

DESTINATION 

1944 

1943 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Cuba   

5 

12 

31 

Bolivia   

9 

1 

8 

Peru  

3 

a/ 

9 

Others   

3 

l 

3 

Total   

20 

14 

•  51 

Preliminary  Trade  Statistics 
a./  Less   than  500,000  pounds. 

HAITIAN  RICE  CROP 
REDUCED 

The  l°43-44  rice  crop  in  Haiti  is  esti- 
mated to  be  about  33  percent  below  the  peak 
production  of  588,000  bushels  the  previous 
season.  The  principal  reason  for  the  de- 
cline was  the  diversion  of  land  and  labor  to 


September  4,  1944 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Page  117 


the  rubber-development  program.  As  a  result 
of  increased  production  in  the  past  10  years 
Haiti  exported  a  small  amount  of  rice  for 
the  first  time  in  1941-42.  In  the  fiscal 
year,  October -September  1942-43,  about  3 
million  pounds  was  exported,  of  which  two- 
thirds  was. shipped  to  the  Bahamas.  Rice 
cultivation  may  be  increased  in  the  future, 
as  it  is  believed  that  land  recently  used 
for  rubber  growing  will  again  be  turned  over 
to  food  production. 

PERU  MARKETS 
HIGH-GRADE  RICE 

In  a  measure  to  facilitate  increased 
disposal  of  high-quality  rice  stocks,  the 
Peruvian  Government  on  July  6,  1944,  au- 
thorized the  sale  of  " ext ra  "  qual i t y  rice 
directly  to  the  public  by  the  Caja  de  De- 
positos  y  Cons ignaciones ,  the  organization 
assigned  by  the  Government  to  distribute 
rice  supplies  during  the  June-May  1944-45 
marketing  year.  Both  wholesale  and  retail 
prices  were  increased,  effective  April  1, 
1944.  The  retail  price  paid  directly  to  the 
Caja  de  Depositos  y  Cons ignaciones,  is  $5.28 
per  100  pounds  for  "extra"  quality  (not  to 
exceed  5  percent  broken  kernels^.  Retail 
prices,  set  by  the  Government  for  "superior" 
grade  (5  to  15  percent  broken},  are  $4.50 
per  100  pounds,  and  for  "first"  quality  (5 
to  30  percent  broken},   they  are  $3.35. 

VEGETABLE  OILS  AMD  OILSEEDS 

ARGENTINE  GOVERNMENT  TO  8UY 
PEANUT  CROP 

The  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
has  authorized  the  Regulating  Board  of  Agri- 
cultural Production  to  start  purchasing 
peanuts  from  the  1943-44  crop  at  the  minimum 
price  of  30  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($3.43 
per  100  pounds}  for  shelled  peanuts,  offi- 
cial grade,  on  railway  cars  in  the  Port  of 
Buenos  Aires. 

This  action  was  taken  at  the  request  of 
producers  who  were   unable   to  dispose  of 
their  stocks  at  prices  equal  to  the  minimum 
established  by  the  Government   in  October 
1943.     Expenses  incurred  by  the  intervention 


of  the  Government  will  be  added  to  the  sell- 
ing price  when  the  Board  disposes  of  the 
peanuts . 

ARGENTINE  SUNFLOWER  SEED  AND  PEANUT 
PRODUCTION  ESTIMATES  SLIGHTLY  REDUCED 

According  to  the  third  official  esti- 
mate, there  is  a  reduction  of  less  than  one 
percent  in  the  Argentine  production  of  sun- 
flower seed  and  peanuts,  compared  with  the 
June  forecast  of  2.4  billion  and  438.7  mil- 
lion pounds  respectively. 


ARGENTINA:     Production  of  sunflower  seed 
and  peanuts,   1939-40  to  1943-44 


YEAR 

SUNFLOWER  SEED 

PEANUTS  a/ 

■  1,000  pounds 

1 , 000  pounds 

1939-40   

825,725 

185,057 

1940-41   

1,091,277 

134,481 

1941-42   

1,477,082 

182,100 

1942-43   

743,  515 

211,728 

1943-44   

2,283,955 

438,495 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
a/  Peanuts    in   the  shell. 


POSITION  OF  CANADIAN  FLAXSEED  STOCKS, 
END  OF  SEASON 

Although  Canadian  flaxseed  production 
in  1943  was  the  largest  in  many  years,  the 
carry-over  at  the  end  of  the  1943-44  season 
,( August -July}  was  somewhat  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier.  The  carry-over  stocks  were  in 
the  following  position: 

1,000 

Location  July  31,    1911  bushels 

On  farms      824 

Country  %  private  terminal  elevators  281 

Western  mills  %  mill  elevators    85 

Interior  terminal  elevators    "562 

Vancouver-New  Westminster   

Victoria  and  Prince  Rupert   

Churchill   

Fort  William-Port  Arthur   1,472 


In  transit  -  lakes    22 

In  transit  -  rail    286 

Eastern  elevators    17 

Eastern  mills   

Total  in  Canada   3,549 

1943  total   3,740 
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ARGENTINE  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 
UNFAVORABLE 

As  a  result  of  exceedingly  dry  weather, 
Argentine  flaxseed  acreage  may  be  smaller 
than  that  of  last  year  when  5,641,000  acres 
were  sown.  In  many  districts  the  soil  was 
too  hard  for  plowing. 

COTTOH  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 

EGYPTIAN  GOVERNMENT  ANNOUNCES 
NEW  FLOOR  PRICES  FOR  COTTON 

The  Egyptian  Cabinet  recently  announced 
floor  prices  for  cotton  from  the  1944  crop. 
The  Government  is  prepared  to  buy  any  cotton 
offered  it  from  the  1944  crop  at  the  rate  of 
29  Egyptian  dollars  per  cantar  for  fully 
good  fair  Ashmouni,  or  about  24.3  cents  per 
pound.  The  Government  will  pay  36  dollars 
for  Giza  7,  fully  good  fair,  or  about  30.17 
cents  per  pound.  These  prices  are  for  cot- 
ton delivered  in  Alexandria  in  hydraulic 
pressed  bales. 

The  Ministry  of  Finance  has  been  in- 
structed to  fix  prices  for  other  grades  and 
varieties  on  the  basis  of  these  prices,  and 
to  publish  them  by  the  end  of  the  current 
month.  A  comparison  of  the  floor  prices 
offered  at  Alexandria  for  fully  good  fair  of 
the  last  three  crops  and  the  new  crop  is 
given  below. 


YEAR 

ASHMOUNI 

GIZA 

Cents 

Cents 

1941 

11.87 

12.70 

1942 

16.70 

20.88 

1943 

20.11 

25.14 

1944 

24.30 

30.17 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS 

CUBA  ESTABLISHES  CEILING  PRICE 
FOR  RED  KIDNEY  BEANS 

The  Cuban  Office  of  Price  Regulation 
and  Supply  raised  the  retail  ceiling  price 
for  red  kidney  beans  by  30  percent,  from 
10  cents  to  13  cents  per  pound,  effective 
April  11.  The  ceiling  on  black  beans  re- 
mains at  9  cents.     The  new  regulations  add 


"other  colored"  dry  edible  beans  for  the 
first  time  with  a  ceiling  of  10  cents  per 
pound. 

The  regulations  establish  prices  at 
all  levels.  The  grower  price  for  red  kidney 
beans,  formerly  6.6  cents,  now  range  from 
9  to  10  cents.  Wholesale  prices  which  were 
8.5  cents  are  now  11  cents  per  pound. 

POTATO  ACREAGES  REPORTED  LARGER 
IN  NEW  BRUNSWICK 

An  estimate  of  the  Provincial  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  New  Brunswick  places 
the  commercial  potato  acreage  at  20  to  25 
percent  above  that  of  1943.  Noncommercial 
acreage  is  believed  to  have  increased  even 
more,  perhaps  50  percent.  Based  on  current 
condition  the  crop  may  exceed  the  large  crop 
of  1943  by  from  10  to  20  percent. 

Sales  of  old-crop  potatoes  ceased  in 
June  at  from  50  cents  to  $1.00  (per  75-pound 
sack)  below  the  ceiling.  New-crop  potatoes 
are  being  marketed  freely  at  fair  prices. 
Growers  of  early  potatoes  received  from 
$1.75  to  $1.85  per  75-pound  sack.  Saint 
John  River  potatoes  have  netted  the  growers 
from  $1.40  to  $1.50  per  sack. 

Yields  to  date  from  the  early  crop  have 
been  only  fair,  or  about  200  bushels  per 
acre. 

REPORT  ON  MEXICAN 
GARBANZOS 

Production  of  garbanzos  in  the  State  of 
Sinaloa,  Mexico,  one  of  the  five  principal 
producing  States,  is  estimated  at  330,000 
bags  (of  100  pounds),  or  slightly  less  than 
in  the  previous  season.  Production  in  the 
State  of  Jalisco  is  forecast  at  421,000 
bags.  The  total  for  the  whole  Republic  is 
1,512,000  bags,  or  about  129,000  less  than 
the  1,641,000  bags  produced  in  1943. 

EGYPT'S  PULSE  CROP 
LARGER 

Final  estimates  for  the  1943-44  pulse 
crops  in  Egypt,  with  the  1942-43  figures  in 
parentheses  were  given  as  follows:  Lentils, 
1,165,000  bags  of  TOO  pounds  (915,000); 
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Lupins,  236,000  bags  (151,000);  and  Chick- 
peas, 253,000  bags  (277,000).  Yields  in 
each  case  are  reported  to  have  been  below 
those  of  the  preceding  year,  with  the  area 
devoted  to  each  crop  larger  than  in  1942-43. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

BRAZIL  CO  REQUISITION  CATTLE 
TO  OVERCOME  LOCAL  MEAT  SHORTAGE 

The  continued  shortage  of  meats  for 
domestic  consumption  in  the  larger  cities 
of  Brazil  caused  Government  officials  in 
that  country  to  take  action  recently  to 
requisition  cattle  for  supplying  the  Federal 
District  and  Sao  Paulo  markets.  The  resolu- 
tions or  orders  issued  call  for  the  requisi- 
tion of  131,000  head  to  be  delivered  in 
equal  monthly  quotas  until  December  1944. 
The  execution  of  these  orders  is  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  Secretaries  of  Agri- 
culture of  the  States  that  are  required  to 
supply  the  cattle.  State  quotas  are  as 
follows:  Minas  Geraes,  23,000  head  from  the 
west  and  south  zones  to  be  furnished  to 
four  of  the  larger  f rigori f icos ;  Sao  Paulo, 
100,000  head  for  packing  houses  and  butcher - 
shop  suppliers  in  that  State;  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, 8,000  head  destined  equally  to  two  of 
the  frigorificos  which  are  to  receive  part 
of  the  supply  from  Minas  Geraes. 

The  Federation  of  Livestock  Associa- 
tions of  Central  Brazil  is  ordered  to  render 
direct  and  effective  collaboration  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  the  State  of 
Sao  Paulo.  The  President  of  the  Federation 
announced  in  the  press  that  his  organiza- 
tion would  cooperate  with  the  Government  in 
carrying  out  the  orders  so  as  to  relieve  the 
critical  meat  situation  in  Sao  Paulo  and 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  He  pointed  out,  however, 
that  there  were  many  difficulties,  such 
as  a  shortage  of  fat  cattle  suitable  for 
slaughter,  the  high  cost  of  thin  cattle, 
and  the  shortage  and  high  cost  of  needed 
production  supplies  -  i.e.,  salt,  cotton- 
seed cake,  and  wire. 

He  denied  that  there  had  been  any  tend- 
ency on  the  part  of  producers  to  hold  back 
fat  cattle  ready  for  slaughter  and  empha- 
sized that  the  supply  of  these  cattle  for 


slaughter  next  summer  (December -February ) 
would  be  greatly  reduced  and  probably  not 
sufficient  for  internal  consumption.  He 
also  stressed  the  need  for  maintaining  ade- 
quate breeding  stock  so  that  future  supplies 
would  not  be  seriously  jeopardized.  Other 
local  cattle  producers  indicated  that  they 
expect  Government  assistance  to'  their  in- 
dustry, now  that  the  Government  proposes  to 
requisition  their  cattle  for  slaughter. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  two  cities 
Sao  Paulo  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  require  530 
tons  of  meat  daily,  or  the  equivalent  of 
3,000  steers,  even  under  present  rationing 
restrictions.  An  official  of  the  State 
Secretariat  of  Agriculture  of  Sao  Paulo  has 
stated  that  he  anticipates  little  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  100,000  head  to  be  requisi- 
tioned in  his  State,  since  they  will  be 
taken  at  the  rate  of  20,000  per  month.  Some 
difficulty  might  be  encountered,  he  indi- 
cates, in  selecting  fat  cattle  and  in  get- 
ting feeders  to  sell  at  the  present  fixed 
price,  since  they  say  that  thin  cattle  cost 
them  more  than  the  price  received  for  fat 
cattle. 

INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER  OF  LIVESTOCK 
IN  CANADA  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

Inspected  slaughterings  of  livestock  in 
Canada  reached  record  totals  during  the 
first  7  months  of  1944.  The  number  of  cat- 
tle and  calves  slaughtered  totaled  1,082,000 
an  increase  of  20  percent  over  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1943.  Hog  slaughter  to- 
taled 5,669,000  head,  an  increase  of  58 
percent,  and  sheep  slaughter  364,000,  an 
increase  of  21  percent. 

REDUCED  SHIPMENTS  OF 
MEXICAN  CATTLE  EXPECTED 

Export  buying  of  cattle  in  Mexico  dur- 
ing July  for  shipment  to  the  United  States 
was  slow,  and  traders  anticipate  that  the 
movement  during  the  next  few  months  will  be 
small.  Range  conditions  in  Coahuila  and 
northern  Nuevo  Leon,  which  have  been  se- 
riously affected  by  drought,  are  reported  to 
be  in  poor  condition.  In  the  States  of 
Sonora,  Chihuahua,   and  Tamaulipas,  pastures 
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are  below  normal,  although  some  improvement 
has  occurred  in  the  latter  two  States  as 
a  result  of  recent  rains.  More  rain  is 
needed.  The  calf  crop  in  Chihuahua  is  ex- 
pected to  be  below  average  because  of  the 
poor  condition  of  the  cattle  as  a  result  of 
the  drought  last  winter  and  spring. 

URUGUAYAN  CROP  CONDITIONS 
FAVORABLE  FOR  LIVESTOCK 

Recent  weather  conditions  in  Uruguay 
are  reported  to  be  unusually  favorable  for 
crops  and  livestock,  thus  dispelling  fears 
of  another  disastrous  drought  such  as  oc- 
curred in  1942-43.  Rainfall  has  been  abun- 
dant and  well  distributed. 

SCARCITY  OF  HIDES 
IN  CHILE 

Chile's  leather  and  shoe  industries  are 
facing  a  crucial  situation  because  of  an 
increasing  scarcity  of  hides,  resulting  pri- 
marily from  a  decrease  in  hide  imports.  The 


necessity  of  using  leather  for  substitutes 
formerly  used  but  no  longer  obtainable  has 
contributed  to  the  shortage.  The  deficit 
is  now  reported  to  be  approximately  90,000 
cattle  hides. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Government 
has  approved  the  importation  of  hides  from 
Argentina,  but  hides  from  this  source  will 
cost  twice,  and  in  some  instances  three 
times,  the  ceiling  price  set  for  Chilean 
hides.  Price  authorities  are  unwilling  that 
this  difference  be  added  to  the  price  of 
finished  leather  products. 

MONTEVIDEO  WOOL  MARKET 
SLOW  DURING  JULY 

Deliveries  of  wool  to  the  Montevideo 
market  during  July  totaled  885,000  pounds, 
thus  bringing  the  accumulated  total  for  the 
current  season  to  133,579,000  pounds,  or 
about  the  same  as  in  the  corresponding  peri- 
od a  year  earlier*.  United  States  buyers 
were  generally  inactive  during  the  month, 
and  prices  were  mostly  nominal. 
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